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ATI Awarded $150,000 for     
Access to Home Program 

     New York State Homes and 
Community Renewal has awarded 
Access to Independence (ATI) 
$150,000 to adapt homes for people 
with disabilities eligible for Medi-
caid in Cortland, Broome, Madison 
and Onondaga counties. 

     ATI will use the funds to help 11 
individuals continue to live safely 
and comfortably in their home, or 
to return to their home from an in-
stitutional setting. 

     ATI also secured $5,500 in 
matching funds from the City of 
Cortland to support projects in the 
City of Cortland specifically.  

     Since 2006, ATI has received 
$1.65 million in Access to Home 
grants to help more than 97 families 
remain in their home and in the 
community. For more information, 
contact Audrey Jones by phone: 
753-7363. 

     On July 28, Access to Independ-
ence (ATI) sent a team of 16 disa-
bility advocates to Washington, 
D.C. to fight for the civil rights of 
people with disabilities in conjunc-
tion with the National Council on 
Independent Living (NCIL) annual 
march, rally and Capitol Hill visits.   

     The team of 7 youth and 9 
adults joined more than 1,400 oth-
ers to celebrate the 25th anniversary 
of the signing of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) and to 
launch advocacy efforts around a 
new Disability Integration Act.  

     Upon arriving in Washington, 
D.C. the advocates walked to the 
Capitol to participate in a rousing 
rally that included nationally re-
nown disability advocates and Con-
gressional leaders. 

     Following a brief tour of the 
Capitol, advocates met with repre-
sentatives of Senator Charles 

Schumer and Senator Kirsten Gil-
librand. They also met personally 
with Congressman Richard Hanna 
to speak about pressing disability 
policy issues that would effect our 
local community.  

     ATIõs advocates spoke fervently 
about Cortlandõs need for improved 
availability of an accessible transpor-
tation system and access to accessi-
ble, affordable and integrated hous-
ing. The advocates offered myriad  
examples of how the lack of both 
effected the ability of many to live 
and work independently in the com-
munity.       

     ATIõs advocates encouraged the 
leaders to support legislation that 
would provide people with disabili-
ties the same opportunities that exist 
for people without disabilities. 

     For more information, contact 
Aaron T. Baier by phone: 607-753-
7363, or by email:  abaier@aticort-
land.org.    

Area  Disability Advocates Rally in Washington, D. C. 
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Thank You 2015 ADA Celebration Sponsors! 

  ADA Sponsor: 

Walmart 

Spirit of  ADA Sponsors:  

First Niagara 
Byrne Dairy 

iCircle 
Rita & Joe Armideo 

SUNY Cortland 
Tops Supercenter 

Advocate Sponsors: 

 

Family/Friend Sponsors: 

Challenge Workforce Solutions, Cortland Area Communities That 
Care, Dorothy Dumond, H & R Block, Seven Valleys Health 

Coalition and Cheryl Williams 

Also Thanks To: 

ATI Board Members, Cortland County Chamber of Commerce, Koryõs 
Place and WXHC (John Eves & Eric Mulvihill) 

ACCES-VR 
Area Agency on Aging 

AutoCrafting 
Cortland Eye Center 

Family Counseling Services 
Fidelis Care 

Franziska Racker Centers 
Madison/Cortland ARC  

Maria & Mikey Dafoe 
Mike & Carmela Pizzola 
Plan First Technologies 

Penn-York Medical 
Sherry & Keith Brickner 

Tompkins Trust 
Underwood Family 
Universal American 


