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2016 NCIL March & Rally at the Capitol 
     On July 26, five Cortland County disability advocates joined 
more than 1,000 others from across the country to march and 
rally support for disability rights. The advocates also met with 
staff of Representative Richard Hanna, and Senators Charles 
Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand.  With their limited time in 
Washington, D.C., the team focused their advocacy on pressing 
issues related to education, employment, healthcare, housing and 
transportation.  
     Although the day started at 2:00 am, advocates were well 
rested and prepared upon arrival to the nationõs Capital. Before 
long, with water and signs in hand, the team set off through the 
city, en route to the Capitol Building, chanting, "we're here, we're 
loud, we're disabled and proudó. 
     After a quick box lunch, advocates stepped up to the stage at 
the rally and listened to grassroots and Congressional leaders 
supporting our cause.  After the rally, advocates shared their 
personal experiences and policy priorities with Derek Judd, staff 
member to Representative Richard Hanna. Finally, advocates 
joined with other New York advocates at a meeting with Alyson 
Northrup and Sarah Reingold from Senator Kirsten Gillibrand's 
office and Kelsey LaFreniere from Senator Charles Schumer's 
office.   
     For more information, contact Aaron T. Baier, by telephone: 
(607) 753-7363, or by email: abaier@aticortland.org. 
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Above: ATI advocates  met up with disability advocates from 
across the country prior to participating in the 2016 NCIL 
March and Rally in Washington, DC. 

ATI Awarded $90,000 Initiative for 
Statewide Systems Advocacy 

     Access to Independence (ATI) has been 
awarded a three-year, $90,000 grant from the 
New York State Department of Education to 
continue its participation in the Statewide Sys-
tems Advocacy Network (SSAN), a grassroots 
advocacy network of Independent Living Cen-
ters (ILCs).  

     The SSAN provides a forum for ILCs from 
across the state to work collaboratively to 
achieve successful outcomes on statewide disa-
bility priority issues. While New Yorkõs ILC 
network comprises 45 ILCs, only 15 get specif-
ic funding to support this effort. 

     òReceiving this funding for the fourth con-
secutive cycle is truly a testament to the great 
advocacy work ATI staff and consumers un-
dertake on behalf of all people with disabilities 
in our area and statewide. We are honored to 
be able to dedicate staff and resources to the 
facilitation of civil rights changes,ó commented 
ATI Chief Executive Officer, Chad W. Under-
wood, upon notification of the award.  
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Thank You 2016 ADA 
Celebration Sponsors! 

  ADA Guardian Sponsor: 

Walmart Store #1781 

ADA Benefactor Sponsors:  

Moscato Associates 

Plan First Technologies 

Tops Supercenter 

Walmart Store #2992 

ADA Patron Sponsors: 

Carmela Pizzola, Cornell University,  
Cortland Eye Center, Family 

Counseling Services, George and 
Janet Oechsle, Madison / Cortland 
ARC, Nunnõs Medical Equipment, 
Refrigerated Transport Electronic, 
Inc., Tompkins Trust Company & 

the Underwood Family 

Family/Friend Sponsors: 

Dorothy Dumond, Elisabetta Pizzola &      
Joe Testa 

Also Thanks To: 

Brian Tobin, Mary Ann Discenza,          
ATI Board Members, Staff & Volunteers 


